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[Read by Tom Weiner]One minute, down-and-out actor Lorenzo Smythe is in a bar, drinking away

his troubles. Then a space pilot buys him a drink, and the next thing Smythe knows, he's

shanghaied to Mars. Smythe suddenly finds himself agreeing to the most difficult role of his career:

impersonating an important politician who has been kidnapped. Peace with the Martians is at stake,

and failure to pull off the act could result in interplanetary war. Smythe knows nothing of the issues

concerning free interplanetary trade and equal rights for aliens, but the handsome compensation is

impossible to refuse. He soon realizes, however, that his masquerade could be permanent. --This

text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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The year is 1956. Eisenhower is in the White House, following a long line of military men to reach

that post. And this slim book appears, presenting the wild idea of an actor, perhaps not even a very

good actor, who manages to reach the position of head of state. Obviously an idea like this could

only appear within the realm of science fiction! What a difference in perspective an additional twenty

five years will make, as once more science fiction becomes fact.The route Lorenzo Smythe takes to

reach this post is, however, just a little different from that of the real-world actor. The Great Lorenzo,

as he styles himself, is conceited, arrogant, out of work, and down to his last half-Imperial when he

is offered the job of doubling for a well-known political figure. The job is so obviously beneath his

dignity that he is ready to turn down the offer when the Martians take a hand, and Lorenzo finds

himself involved in murder, kidnapping, and slicing both humans and Martians into small pieces to



flush down the disposal.Forced by these circumstances to take the job, Lorenzo is even more

disturbed when he finds out the identity of the person he is supposed to double for, none other that

the leader of the opposition party, Joseph Bonforte, whose politics, what little he knows of them, he

despises. But his own inflated idea of his abilities allows him to steady down and start studying for

the role, a role he will play for much longer than he could ever anticipate.This book is a character

study, carefully and artfully detailing how Lorenzo changes under the influence of having to pretend

to be someone he is not, aided by the immediate staff of the man he impersonates.
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